The Middle Ages (400-1300)
the time between the Classics and the Renaissance
300s—Decay of the Roman Empire

410—sacked by Germanic tribes from the north


Feudalism
~give up ______ _________ in exchange for protection and security
~_________ owns all land (except for land owned by the Church)
~Land is leased to ___________, who repay the king in respect, taxes, and military service
~nobles lease land to lesser nobles, who repay them in respect, taxes, and military service
~ultimately the serf works the land for the nobles, receiving ________________ __________in return
~eventually, freemen and commoners appear as the age progresses and men with special _______________ are needed
~no ________________ is recognized throughout the Middle Ages

The Church
~structured much like the __________ system, with the __________ at the top as the vice-regent of the kingdom of God. The Cardinals, Archbishops, and priests comprise the various levels of officials, each responsible to the one above him and ultimately to the Pope.
~By the late Middle Ages, the Church is very rich, with many material possessions.
~Causes question: Who is superior, pope or king?
~Crusades (beginning 1095) were instigated to rid the Holy Land of ______________

~believed in warfare between good and evil or light and darkness, which discouraged people from being curious about the world and the unknown
~ The Church would be one of the most _____________ medieval institutions, controlling publication of books and the making of laws.

~Much of medieval Europe's ______ and ______________has a direct connection to the Christian church.

Language and Literature
~French was the language of the __________; __________ was the language of the masses.
~Until about 1250, most literature was written for the common people by the clergy to instruct them in right living.
~1250-1350 was a period of both religious and secular (nonspiritual) literature. Literature is for entertainment as well as instruction. Most ___________ belong to this time period.
~1350-1400 was the high point of Medieval literature. English was established as the language of the court as well as the common people.
The Black Death: Bubonic Plague

~In the early 1330s an outbreak of deadly bubonic plague occurred in ______________. 

~The bubonic plague mainly affects ____________, but fleas can transmit the disease to people.

~_______________people died in just under five years between 1347 and 1352.
~The disease causes spots on the skin that are red at first and then turn black. 

~What popular nursery rhyme was composed as a result of The Black Death? ___________________________
